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INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION “ 


Washington, D. C. 


April 7, 1951 


Ceiling Price Adjustments 
On Sales to Government 


The Office of Price Stabilization on 
April 83 issued General Overriding 
Regulation No. 2 aimed at easing cer- 
tain pricing distortions which may 
have resulted from the application of 
the General Ceiling Price Regulation 
to sales to government agencies. The 
new regulation, which will become 
effective on April 9, authorizes gov- 
ernment suppliers to redetermine their 
price ceilings on commodities sold to 
the government to bring them in line 
with current ceilings for the same 
commodities when sold to other pur- 
chasers. The new ceilings on govern- 
ment sales must reflect the supplier's 
customary discounts, allowances, and 
differentials applied on sales to the 
government. 


The General Ceiling Price Regula- 
tion requires that ceilings be deter- 
mined on the basis of deliveries dur- 
ing the base period to each individual 
class of purchaser. In some cases, 
this requirement has resulted in ceil- 
ing prices for commodities sold to the 
government which are out of line with 
ceilings in effect on sales to other 
classes of purchasers. This is par- 
ticularly true of suppliers who have 
been in the practice of entering into 
long-term contracts with the govern- 
ment, since the contract pursuant to 
which the base period deliveries were 
made may have been entered into long 
prior to the base period. 


The new regulation permits any 
government supplier to determine his 
ceiling price for a commodity sold to 
the government by using as a base 
the ceiling price of the commodity 
when sold to a different class of pur- 
chaser and by adjusting such price to 
reflect the supplier’s customary price 
differential on government sales as 
determined by reference to sales made 
during the first six months of 1950. 


Since canners ordinarily do not 
enter into long-term contracts with 

government, and, in most cases, 
will find their present ceiling prices 
on government sales not substantially 
out of line with their ceilings on sales 
to other classes of purchasers, the 
alternate method of determining price 
ceilings permitted by this regulation 
may be useful to some canners. 


Can Order, M-25, Amended 


An amendment to the can order, M-25, providing for second 
quarter packing operations, was issued April 6 by the National 
Production Authority. Major provisions of the new amendment 


1. Elimination of the restriction on repacking from other tin 


containers. 


2. Establishment of a flexible can quota system, allowing can- 
ners to use their first and second quarter quotas at any time during 


1951. 


8. Raised quotas for certain canned meats; and reduced quotas 
for poultry, nonseasonal products, beer, and pet foods. 


M-25, as amended April 6, also sets up a system under which 
can manufacturers unable to fill all orders are required to schedule 
production operations to deliver cans according to preference rat- 
ings, which are established by the amendment. 


The can order, as amended, was reproduced by the N.C.A. and 
copies are being mailed to members’ offices and plants. 


NPA and Excise Tax Cuts 


The House Committee on Ways and 
Means on April 3 called on the Na- 
tional Production Authority to refrain 
from ordering any reductions in the 
output of items which are subject to 
federal excise taxes until the Treasury 
has been consulted. The Committee 
adopted a resolution providing: 

“Be it resolved, that in order to pro- 
tect the revenue it is the sense of the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
that the National Production Author- 
ity should not, without consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
issue any order curtailing the produc- 
tion or distribution of products upon 
which federal excise taxes are levied. 

Copies of the resolution were trans- 
mitted to heads of the NPA, Office of 
Defense Mobilization, Office of Defense 
Production, Commerce Department, 
Agriculture Department, and Treas- 
ury Department. 

The resolution would appear to ap- 
ply not only to products using tin but 
also to rubber tires, automobiles, radio 


and television receivers, and many 
home appliances. 


Glass Container Order, M-51 


An order prohibiting new designs in 
glass containers was issued March 81 
by the National Production Authority. 


Means for establishing simplified 
styles of glass containers, if such ac- 
tion becomes necessary to achieve ad- 
ditional production, is also provided 
in the order, M-51, 

The order also states that “NPA 
may from time to time establish sim- 
plified designs for glass containers by 
incorporating as Schedule 1 of this 
order drawings illustrating such con- 
tainers and providing specifications 
for each such simplified design.” 


Should such end-use restrictions be 
put in effect, through the later addi- 
tion of a Schedule 1 to M-51, a conver- 
sion period will be permitted, the or- 
der states. 


“Order M-51 is intended to avoid 
wasting the industry’s production 
capacity,” NPA said, “because of the 
heavy demand for glass containers 
arising from limitations placed on use 
of tin in packaging containers.” 
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Information Letter 


STATISTICS 


1950 Pack of Canned Carrots 


The 1950 pack of canned carrots is 
reported by the N.C.A. Division of 
Statistics as follows: 


1950 Pack of Canned Carrots 


1949 1950 
(actual cases) 
274.800 205,388 
58.680 100,538 
Michigan 110,628 98,680 
461,845 504,418 
Utah 30.261 16,891 
ee. 283,110 236,509 
Washington 94.614 37,200 
Other states $60,501 416,645 
1,668,501 1,704,614 


By can size, the 1950 pack included 464,364 
cases of 24/2’s, 161,979 cases of 48/8Z, 11,064 
cases of 48/1P, 205,836 cases of 24/303, 500 cases 
of 24/2%, 760,800 cases of 6/10, and 29,581 
cases of miscellaneous tin and glass, 


1950 Pack of Canned Beets 


The 1950 pack of canned beets is 
reported by the N.C.A. Division of 
Statistics as follows: 


1950 Pack of Canned Beets 


1949 1950 
(actual cases) 
2,214,001 1,843,581 
D 126, 908 266, 650 
New Jersey. . 50 (a) (a) 
Indiana (a) (a) 
344,812 
3,306,248 3,574,220 
30,752 53,473 
Oregon-Washington..... 1,024,171 1,372,703 
Other States........... 875,350 1,032,781 
7,022,038 8,483,371 


(a) Included in Other states. By can size, the 
1950 pack included 3,357,050 cases of 24/2's, 
485,200 cases of 48/8%, 232,362 cases of 48/1P, 
1,406,150 cases of 24/303, 176,603 canes of 24/2)4, 
1,576,601 cases of 6/10, and 1,058,337 cases of 
miscellaneous tin and glass. 


Stocks and Shipments 
Of Canned Vegetables 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned asparagus, beets, and 
carrots have been compiled by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics, and de- 
tailed reports have been mailed to all 
eanners packing these products. 


Canned Asparagus Stocks and Shipments 
1949-50 1080-31 
(actual cases) 

Carryover, March 1....... 157,403 308,850 
. 4, 480,800 4,650,602 
Total supply............. 4,047,208 4,050, 542 
Stocks, March 1.... 308,850 505,879 
Shipments, Jan. | to Mar. 1. 416,060 551,234 
Shipments, Mar. 1 to Mar. 1 4, 338, 443 4, 453, 663 


1949-50 1060-51 

(aetual cases) 
Carryover, July 1 64,718 $99,786 
7,922,988 6.488.371 
8 987,650 9,813,107 
Stocks, Mar, 609,768 3,699,918 


Shipments, J i to Mar. 1 7288230 6,613,189 
Canned Carrot Stocks and Shipments 


1949-50 1960-51 

(actual cases) 
Carryover, July 1........ 718,678 628,533 
Pack 1,668,591 1,704,614 
Total supply ............ 9883 2.288.147 
Stocks, Mar. 1 1,066,268 047,183 
Shipments, July lto Mar. 1 1,826,906 1,285,964 


Canned Meat Report 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under fed- 
eral inspection during the four-week 
period January 28-February 24 is re- 
ported by the Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry as follows: 


Canned Meat and Meat Products Processed 
Under Federal Inspection 


Jon. 26-Feb. 24, 1951 * 


Under 
& over lbs. Total 
(in thousand pounds) 
Luncheon meat 17,400 10,571 28,081 
Canned hams......... 17,066 1,400 109,416 
Corned beef hash 519) 7,386 7.904 
Chill com carne : 1,722 6,881 8,603 
Vienna sausage . 130 1.76% 4.923 
Frankfurter and wien- 
ers in brine....... 1 3,841 3,842 

Deviled re. 592 592 
Other potted and dev- 

iled meat products 3,176 3,211 
115 «69,288 8. 
Sliced, dried beef... 15 413 428 
Liver products........  .... 195 195 
Meat stew....... 31 7,6% 7,660 
Spaghetti meat prod- 

136 6, 886 6, 402 
Tangue (e piekled) 459 381 S40 
Vinegar prod- 

77 1,0% 2.49 
Bulk sausage......... 1,030 1,080 

502 3. %% 3, 872 
465 44, 44,087 
Sausage in oil 261 118 379 
anne. 1 706 707 
326 $26 
146 1860 
All other products 20% 

or more meat....... 331 «10,708 11,120 
All other products less 

than 20% meat (ex- 

cept soup)......... 135 11,80 11,006 


41,204 132,808 174,102 


* Columns do not add to total shown in all cases 
since rounded figures are used. 


Information Letter Binders 


A supply of binders for the 

INFORMATION LETTER has been 

obtained ad by the N.C.A. Members 
elve 


ies from the 
Ne A. for $1.58 each, postage 
prepaid. 


Farm Income 


Farmers in the United States real- 
ized 8 percent less net income from 
farming operations in 1950 than in 
1949, according to a report by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that 
their total realized net income in 1950 
was $13.0 billion as compared with 
$14.1 billion in 1949. 


This decline, following even larger 
drops in both 1948 and 1949, brought 
the realized net income of farm oper- 
ators down 27 percent from the 1947 
record high of $17.8 billion. In terms 
of purchasing power, farmers’ net in- 
come in 1950 was down 30 percent 
from 1947. 

Cash receipts from farm market- 
ings were reported by BAE at $27.9 
billion, down 1 percent from the year 
before. The rise in prices of most 
farm products during the second half 
of 1950 was not quite enough to off- 
set the combined effect of lower prices 
earlier in the year and an over-all 
reduction of 6 percent in the volume 
of products sold. Total gross income, 
estimated at $82.1 billion, was slightly 
smaller than in 1949. 

However, higher costs of produc- 
tion, amounting to 6 percent more 
than in 1949 and 8 percent above 
the previous record high of 1948, were 
the principal reason for the 1950 — 
in realized net income, BAE repo 

Farm wages of laborers living on 
farms were about $2 billion in 1950, 
or 5 percent less than in 1949, BAE 
said. 

Among the crops with smaller cash 
receipts in 1950 than in 1949 were 
E down 30 percent; dry edible 

ns, 25 percent; lemons, 20 percent; 
and sweet potatoes, 10 percent. 

Among the crops which brought in- 
creased cash receipts were pears, 40 
— ; soybeans, peaches, and straw- 

90 percent; grapefruit, 25 
percent; oranges, close to 20 percent; 
and apples, 10 to 15 percent. 


STANDARDS 


Canned Mushroom Standards 


The Federal Security Administrator 
has extended from March 26 to April 
16 the time for filing exceptions to the 

proposal to amend the definition and 
standard of identity and to adopt 4 
standard of fill of container for canned 
mushrooms, The extension of time 
was granted at the request of the 
mushroom industry. 
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LABOR 


Citrus Pulp and Waste Industry 


A hearing to determine whether the 
manufacture of citrus molasses and 
the chemical processing of citrus peel 
in Florida and Texas should be con- 
sidered activities of a seasonal nature 
within the meaning of Section 7 (b) (3) 
of the Fair Labor Standards Act is to 
be held in the Orange Court Hotel, 
650 North Orange Ave., Orlando, Fla., 
on May 2, at 10 a.m. Any interested 
person may appear at the hearing to 
offer evidence, provided such person 
has filed with the Administrator be- 
fore April 24 a notice of intention to 
appear. Written statements in lieu 
of personal appearance may be mailed 
to the Administrator at any time prior 
to the date of hearing. 

The hearing was made necessary 
when the Administrator received no- 
tices of objection to his preliminary 
determination that the present exemp- 
tion for the industry engaged in the 
dehydration of citrus pulp and waste 
in Florida and Texas should be ex- 
panded to include the manufacture of 
citrus molasses and the chemical proc- 
essing of citrus peel (see INFORMATION 
Lerrer of January 27, page 25). 

Announcercent of the hearing was 
made in the Federal Register for 
April 4. 


DEFENSE 


Gus Geissler Succeeds Trigg 
As Administrator of PMA 


Ralph S. Trigg was transferred 
from his position as Administrator 
of the Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration and Gus F. Geissler was 
named by Secretary Brannan to re- 

lace him, effective with the close of 

usiness March 30. 

As PMA Administrator, Mr. Geis- 
sler has responsibility for planning 
and carrying out, under Secretary 
Brannan’s general direction and sup- 
ervision, the functions under the De- 
fense Production Act with respect to 
food, farm equipment, and fertilizer 
which had been delegated to the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture (see INFORMATION 
_ of September 23, 1950, page 

Mr. Geissler had been man of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Board 
since April, 1946. Harold K. Hill, who 
has served as Assistant Director of 


the PMA Grain Branch, as a director 
of the Commodity Credit Corporation, 
and since February, 1950, as Assistant 
PMA Administrator for Production, 
was appointed Deputy Administrator 
of PMA. 

Mr. Trigg was transferred to the 
position of Special Assistant to the 
Secretary for Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration affairs. Frank K. Woolley, 
Deputy Administrator under Mr. 
Trigg, was transferred to a position 
bearing the same title as Mr. Trigg’s 
new assignment. 

On April 4, Sec Brannan an- 
nounced that John I. Thompson, As- 
sistant Administrator of PMA, had 
resigned to enter private employment. 


MEETINGS 


N.C.A. at Wisconsin Meeting 


James M. Reed and N. H. Sanborn 
of the N.C.A. Washington Research 
Laboratory presented papers at the 
Food Technology Conference arranged 
by the Wisconsin Canners Association 
in Madison April 6. 

Mr. Reed spoke on engineering con- 
siderations in relation to spoilage con- 
trol in canning factories. Using 
slides, he summarized results obtained 
during N.C.A. bacteriological field sur- 
veys. 

Mr. Sanborn spoke on viner station 


sanitation and gave a progress report 
on waste disposal studies. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


1l1—Tidewater Canners Association of 
rginia, Annual Meeting, The Tides Inn, 
Irvington 


17-20—. Associa- 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
| 19—Indiana C 
How 
ril 22- United States Whol G * 
2 Gonvention and Poot’ 
tion Expasition, Miami Beach, Pla. 
l1l—Osark Can Spring 
. . — Hotel, Muskogee, Okla. 
June 8-4—Michigan Canners Association, 
ane Meeting, Park Place Hotel, Traverse 


J 12-18—Maine Can Association, Sum- 
“nev Menting. Labowees 


27-29—National Pickle 
cago 
October 24-26—National Pickle Packers Asso- 
ciation, Annual Meeting, Sheraton Hotel, 
Chicago 
November 15-16—I Canners Association, 


Annual Convention, h Lick Springs 
Hotel, French Lick Springs 


Mejation, Convention, Penn Harris 
Hotel. Harrisbure 


Maine Canners Association 


The summer meeting of the Maine 
Canners Association wail be held June 
12-13 at Lakewood, it is announced 
by F. Webster Browne, secretary- 
treasurer. The meeting will be held 
Tuesday and Wednesday, instead of 
on Monday and Tuesday as in past 
years. 


PUBLICITY 


Better Homes and Gardens 


“New Pies With Double Flavors” 
is the title of an article in the April 
issue of the Better Homes and Gar- 
dens magazine. It says, “If you're 
looking for an extra-special treat, try 
one of these two-fruit pies. The fill- 
ings are delicious new combinations. 
Each calls for fruits you can buy at 
your grocer’s now—fresh, frozen or 
canned.” 

Three new pie recipes are given 
and each is shown in a black-and- 
white photograph. Canned fruits fea- 
tured are apricots, pineapple, sliced 
peaches and grapes. 


Parade Magazine 

“Tuna Roll-Up” was the food fea- 
ture of the April 1 issue of Parade, 
the Sunday magazine section of many 
leading newspapers. 

Beth Merriman, food editor, . 
the article, “Tuna is plentiful and a 
little goes a long way in making a 
hearty main dish which will serve six.” 

The supper menu begins with tomato 
soup, followed by tossed green salad, 
Tuna Roll-Up (served with a pimiento 
sauce), and a dessert of peach tapioca 
cream. 

The caption under a la photo- 
graph of the finished product said, 
“Beautifully glazed, Tuna Roll-Up 
with savory sauce is a tempting sup- 
per dish.” Three small photographs 
showed the popular step-by-step pre- 
paration of the recipe. 


Canned Foods Shopper 


Information for the Canned Foods 
Shopper, an N.C.A. publication, is 
listed under the heeding “Things To 
Write For” in the April issue of 
Changing Times, published by the 
Kiplinger agency. 
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information Letter 


PERSONNEL 


Laucks Joins Summers Firm 


Edward J. Laucks, who handled the 
sales promotion campaign sponsored 
by the Pennsylvania Canners Asso- 
ciation, has become sales manager of 
Chas. G. Summers, Jr., Inc., of New 
Freedom, Pa. 


Gulf State Vegetable Canners 


The Louisiana-Mississippi-Alabama 
Vegetable Processors Association 
elected the following officers at the 
association’s annual meeting: 


President—Julian McPhillips, King 
Pharr Canning Operations, Inc., Cull- 
man, Ala.; vice president—B. F. Trap- 
pey, B. F. Trappey's Sons, Inc., New 
Iberia, La.; secretary-treasurer—J. F. 
Bowman, Southern Shell Fish Co., 
Harvey, La. 


RESEARCH 


Precooling Research Ma 
To Improved Fruit 1 


Fruit precooling research conducted 
by U. 8. Department of Agriculture 
engineers working at Wenatchee, 
Wash., may lead to improved handling 
and storage for this important indus- 
try of the Pacific Northwest, accord- 
ing to USDA. 

The engineers have found that they 
ean cool fruit in a high-velocity, cold- 
air tunnel many times more rapidly 
than it is normally cooled if placed 
directly into cold storage. Rapid cool- 
ing is important because it consider- 
ably lengthens the time that fruit can 
be held safely in cold storage, and it 
helps to prevent the growth of rot- 
producing diseases. Some California 
grape growers are already making use 
of previous USDA high-velocity, air- 
cooling research conducted by scien- 
tists in the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Soils, and Agricultural Engineering 
for precooling grapes prior to ship- 
ment to market. 

The engineers’ experimental pre- 
cooling tunnel was arranged so that 
the air could be directed from the cold 
storage room through the tunnel at 
high velocities before returning to the 
air cooling unit. In one of the in- 
vestigations, G. F. Sainsbury, engi- 
neer in charge of the tests, filled the 
tunnel with boxes of fruit on pallets 
and passed the cold air over the fruit 


at velocities ranging from 800 to 800 
feet per minute. Cooling was accom- 
plished 1% to 6 times faster than in 
normal cold storage cooling. In an- 
other precooling arrangement, cold air 
was directed down into unlidded boxes 
of fruit at velocities as high as 2,700 
feet per minute, resulting in cooling 
9 to 40 times faster than cold storage 
cooling. In either arrangement the 
greater the air velocity, the faster the 
cooling. 


Both methods hold promise of com- 
mercial application. Each results in 
more uniform cooling than room cool- 
ing, and each offers more efficient use 
of the cold air, as all of the air is cir- 
culated to contact the warm fruit. In 
normal room cooling, only a small per- 
centage of the air is passed through a 
particular day’s receipt of warm fruit, 
with the result that during early cool- 
ing, the air doing the actual cooling is 
much warmer than the average room 
air. 


Commercial application of the re- 
sults of this research with apples, 
apricots, and cherries, Mr. Sainsbury 
says, probably depends on solution of 
the engineering problem of designing 
an acceptable precooling tunnel—one 
that requires a minimum of space, in- 
vestment and handling labor. It could 
be done by setting up a continuous 
conveyor-type tunnel where the pal- 
lets are set on rolls at one end of the 
tunnel and removed at the other end 
and placed into cold storage. 

Another practical setup suggested 
by Mr. Sainsbury would be a batch- 
type tunnel in which a day's receipt 
of fruit could be placed with fork 
trucks and allowed to remain there 


overnight. It would then be removed 

into cold storage early the next morn- 

ing, before that day’s fruit begins to 
ve, 


Citrus Research Program 


The Citrus Advisory Committee, 
operating under authority of the Re- 
search and Marketing Act, recom- 
mends that the present level of finan- 
cial support for agricultural research 
be maintained. The committee met 
in Washington March 28-30. 

The committee agreed that equal 
attention should be given to produc- 
tion, utilization, and marketing prob- 
lems of the citrus industry and in each 
of these broad categories indicated 
certain specific lines of work which 
should be continued or expanded to 
the fullest possible extent. 

Among members attending the meet- 
ing were W. K. McCracken, Tree- 
sweet Products Co., Santa Ana, Calif.; 
Raymond D. Robinson, Dr. P. Phillips 
Companies, Orlando, Fla.; and L. 8. 
Hamme, Texsun Citrus Exchange, 
Weslaco, Tex. 


CONGRESS 


Farm Labor Supply Bill 


The Senate Committee on Agricul- 
ture on April 4 voted to „ with 
amendments, the Ellender farm labor 
bill, S. 984, to implement the U. 8. 
Mexican agreement with respect to 
farm labor. 
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